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Introduction

The Association of Professional Archaeologists (APA) was requested by letter of
December 07, 2010 from Mr. Keith Powers of The Archaeologists Inc. to carry out an
investigation of his excavation strategy and events leading to a stop-work order being
issued by the Minister of Tourism and Culture in 2010 (see Exhibits A and B). The
President and Executive of the Association of Professional Archaeologists appointed Dr.
Lawrence Jackson to lead this investigation and, on his recommendation, two additional
committee members were appointed, Dr. Mima Kapches and Dr. Dean Knight — each
with several decades of experience in Ontario Iroquoian site excavations and also APA
members. A brief synopsis of the experience of each committee member follows:

Mima Kapches (PhD. Toronto, 1981) is a licensed archaeologist in the Province of
Ontario who has worked in Ontario Archaeology for 39 years. She recently retired as
Senior Curator, Ontario Archaeology from the Royal Ontario Museum, Toronto. She
continues to publish articles on Ontario Archaecology. A research archaeologist, she has
primarily focused on pre-contact Ontario Iroquoian sites and the First Nations history of
Toronto. She served as President of the Ontario Archaeological Society, President of the
Canadian Archaeological Association and President of the Eastern States Archaeological
Federation. She served as Editor of the Canadian Journal of Archaeology and is currently
the Editor of the Bulletin of the Eastern States Archaeological Federation. She served as
Chair of the Toronto Historical Board and is one of the Founding Members of the Friends
of Fort York, Toronto. She is a life member of the Ontario Archaeological Society and
has been a member of the APA for several years.

Dean Knight is a licenced archaeologist in the Province of Ontario who has worked in
Ontario archaeology for 42 years. He received his Ph.D. from the University of Toronto
in 1977 and recently retired as Associate Professor in Archacology at Wilfrid Laurier
University after 32 years. He is a Past President of the Canadian Archaeological
Association and is currently President of the Eastern States Archaeology Federation. His
research interest in Iroquoian settlement patterns includes 8 Y2 years of excavation on a
single Huron village in Simcoe County. He is a long-time member of the Association of



Professional Archaeologists, serving on its Executive for a number of years and is also a
member of the Ontario Archaeological Society.

Lawrence Jackson is a licenced archaeologist in the province of Ontario who has
worked in Ontario archaeology for 36 years and in consulting archaeology for 22 years.
He received his Ph.D. from Southern Methodist University, Texas in 1994 with Dr.
Lewis Binford on his committee and received his M.A. from Trent University, Ontario in
1979. He has published extensively on a wide range of Ontario sites. He has served for 20
years on the board of the Association of Professional Archaeologists and is currently
Vice-President. He has worked on and published papers on Iroquoian sites, including
the Le Caron village with the late Richard Johnston, as well as authoring numerous
consulting project reports. He served as Editor of Ontario Archaeology in 1987 and was
an Adjunct Professor in the Department of Anthropology at the University of Western
Ontario for a number of years.

None of the committee members had a previous relationship with Mr. Powers.
Background to Investigation

The President of the Association of Professional Archaeologists, Scarlett Janusas,
advised the Minister of Tourism and Culture of our investigation by letter of December
12, 2010 (see Exhibit C). She requested Ministry co-operation and also that all activity
on this file cease pending results of our professional investigation. A second letter was
sent to the Minister on December 20, 2010 when it was learned that the Ministry had
continued the process by issuing an order to Mr. Powers to turn over all artifacts and
original site records by January 15, 2011 (see Exhibit I).

President Janusas charged the APA investigating committee with two tasks: 1) determine
if Mr. Powers’ methodology met current standards for Stage 4 excavations in Ontario in
2010 and 2) assess whether correct protocols were followed by all agencies participating
in the review of Mr. Powers’ work at Skandatut.

Table 1 provides a time-line for significant documents in this investigation.



Table 1: Timeline of Events Associated with Skandatut Site Inspection, OAS
Independent Panel Review and Stop Work Order

October 2004, AIGv193 (Skandatut) Stage 1 and 2 Report (Archaeological Services Inc.).
July, 2005, 2004&2005 Stage 3 and 4 Report (Amick Consulting)

23 August 2010, Ontario Archaeological Society letter by Dr. Neal Ferris, OAS President, to Keith

Powers.
12 September 2010, Letter from Ontario Archaeological Society, Neal Ferris, to Keith Powers.

14 September 2010, Letter from Peter Armstrong Director, Programs and Services Branch, MTC,

Culture Division, to Keith Powers.

15 September 2010, Inspection Report, Ontario Heritage Act, Inspector Mr. Dave Fumerton in

company of Mr. Norbert Stanchly and Mr. Malcolm Horne of Ministry of Tourism and Culture.

26 September 2010, Dr. Andrew Stewart, a member of the OAS, emailed President of the OAS to

form a panel of OAS members to review the Inspection Report of 15 September 2010.

1 October 2010 Dr. Ron Williamson of Archaeological Services Inc. forwarded the OAS
Independent Review report to Gary Templeton who subsequently forwarded the report to the

lawyers for the landowners and Keith Powers.
6 October 2010, the Ministry of Tourism and Culture posted a stop work order at the site.

7 December 2010. Letter from Keith Powers to Association of Professional Archaeologists “Request

for Investigation for Skandatut Site.”

20 December 2010 Letter from Mariflor Toneatto, Ministry of Tourism and Culture to Keith
Powers requiring transfer of all Skandatut site collections and all original field notes and records to

London office of Ministry of Tourism and Culture.






