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MCTR in writing (a fax will do), using 
parameters such as Borden block, township, 
culture, etc. MCTR then accesses CIIlN, 
and a printout is sent from Ottawa to the 
researcher by the delivery speed of Canada 
Post, since the actual printout is sent by 
surface mail. 

Direct computer access to CIIlN by 
archaeologists is available through a formal 
application to MCTR, and if approved, 
CIIlN will issue the applicant "access 
codes". It may be possible to have "view 
and print only" access, as is the case for 
MCTR offices outside of Toronto. However, 
access to CIIlN is controlled by MCTR and 
is subject to subscription fees. MCTR is 
very concerned with controlling the access to 
archaeological data, since unscrupulous 
individuals (looters) may be able to gain 
knowledge of site locations through non
MCTR terminals. 

Direct access to CIIlN may not be an 
advantage to researchers in Southern 
Ontario, since data seems to take less than 
two weeks to arrive after it has been 
requested. There may be some interest for 
researchers who are located in Northern 
Ontario, or from out of the province. I feel 
that MCTR is justified in having control 
over access to CIIlN, since site location data 
could more easily fall into the "wrong 
hands" if non-MCTR users were careless. 
However, most "pothunters" I know of do 
not need MCTR data to find sites, because 
they use their own "underground" database 
(excuse the archaeological pun). It is the 
neophyte pothunter who would just love to 
have access to CIIlN, and learn about the 
locations of sites without having to actually 
do any fieldwork. 

The question of accessing the CIIlN 
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archaeological database is a "thorny" one for 
MCTR. Researchers would probably find 
direct access to CIIlN a benefit, but how 
could anyone prevent pothunters from 
accessing the data? 

Submitted by Bud Parker, 
Director 

Royal Commission on Aboriginal 
Peoples 

The AP A submitted comments to the 
Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples in 
1992 through this writer. In February 1993 
the Commission acknowledged receipt of our 
submission and to date no other 
correspondence has been received. A brief 
article in the Toronto Globe and Mail 
newspaper indicated that a Commissioner in 
Halifax stated that the Commission's report 
will be "out soon". The report will be 
interesting to read, especially in light of the 
1994 draft guidelines proposed by the 
Canadian Archaeological Association on 
aboriginal materials. 

Submitted by Bud Parker, 
Director 

Chert Identification Kit 
Available - And It's Free! 

With the assistance of funding 
provided by Human Resources Development· 
Canada, APA Executive members Bud 
Parker and Bill Fitzgerald, potential 
members Elizabeth Alder and Astero 
Kalogeropoulos, chert knappers Fred 
Moerschfelder and Lou Rebelo, and Wilfrid 
Laurier University students Adam Ballantine, 
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Jessica Brinkworth, Jamie McDougall and 
Mike Teal, made the rounds of the major 
southern Ontario chert outcrops during 
January's milder spells. Enough material 
was collected from each source to assemble 
portable chert identification kits and 
establish a permanent comparative collection 
at Wilfrid Laurier University. 

Each kit contains seventeen samples 
of southern Ontario cherts: Onondaga (7); 
Kettle Point {2); Collingwood {2); 
Haldimand {2); Selkirk {2); and one each of 
Colbome and Ancaster. The specimens are 
glued within compartments of a durable 
plastic container, and a laminated, two-sided 
removable insert includes information on 
their geological and geographical 
provenience, their defining characteristics, 
and a short bibliography. Even though the 
specimens are not removable from the 
container, they can easily be examined 
microscopically. 

Useful in the field and the lab, these 
kits are available free-of-charge to APA 
members whose 1995 membership fees have 
been paid. Each member is entitled to one 
free kit; however, additional kits may be 
obtained for the cost of the materials used to 
assemble the kit, plus postage - $15. 

To receive your AP A Chert 
Identification Kit contact either Bud or Bill 
at: 

Wilfrid Laurier University, 
Archaeology Lab, 
Waterloo, Ontario, 
N2L 3C5 

Phone: 519-884-1970 x6845 
Fax: 519-884-8853. 

We are also in the process of 

APA NEWSLETTER 

producing an instructional video on chert 
knapping that will be made available to AP A 
members. 

Archaeological 
Stories: 

Horror 

"Malibu Barbie" 

This letter is a good example of walking the 
diplomatic ''fine-line" with the public ... 

Paleoanthropology Division 
Smithsonian Institute 
207 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20078 

Dear Sir: 

Thank-you for your latest submission 
to the Institute, labelled "211-D, layer seven, 
next to the clothesline post. Hominid skull." 
We have given this specimen a careful and 
detailed examination, and regret to inform 
you that we disagree with your theory that it 
represents "conclusive proof of the presence 
of Early Man in Charleston County two 
million years ago." Rather, it appears that 
what you have found is the head of a Barbie 
doll, of the variety one of our staff, who has 
small children, believes to be "Malibu 
Barbie." It is evident that you have given a 
great deal of thought to the analysis of this 
specimen, and you may be quite certain that 
those of us who are familiar with your prior 
work in the field were loathe to come to 
contradiction with your findings. However, 
we do feel that there are a number of 
physical attributes of the specimen which 
might have tipped you off to it's modem 
origin: 



 

 

VOLUME 6(1) 

1. The material is moulded plastic. · Ancient 
hominid remains are typically fossilized 
bone. 

2. The cranial capacity of the specimen is 
approximately 9 cubic centimeters, well 
below the threshold of even the earliest 
identified proto-humans. 

3. The dentition pattern evident on the 
"skull" is more consistent with the common 
domesticated dog than it is with the 
"ravenous man-eating Pliocene clams" you 
speculate roamed the wetlands during that 
time. the latter finding is certainly one of 
the most intriguing hypotheses you have 
submitted in your history with this 
institution, but the evidence seems to weigh 
rather heavily against it. Without going into 
too much detail, let us say that: 

A. The specimen looks like the head 
of a Barbie doll that a dog has chewed on. 

B. Clams don't have teeth. 

It is with feelings tinged with 
melancholy that we must deny your request 
to have the specimen carbon dated. This is 
partially due to the heavy load our lab must 
bear in its normal operation, and partly due 
to carbon dating's notorious inaccuracy in 
fossils of recent geologic record. To the 
best of our knowledge, no Barbie dolls were 
produced prior to 1956 AD, and carbon 
dating is likely to produce wildly inaccurate 
results. Sadly, we must also deny your 
request that we approach the National 
Science Foundation's Phylogeny Department 
with the concept of assigning your specimen 
the scientific name "Australopithecus spiff
arino." Speaking personally, I, for one, 
fought tenaciously for the acceptance of 
your proposed taxonomy, but was ultimately 
voted down because the species name you 
selected was hyphenated, and didn't really 
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sound like it might be Latin. 

However, we gladly accept your 
generous donation of this fascinating 
specimen to the museum. While it is 
undoubtedly not a hominid fossil, it is, 
nonetheless, yet another riveting example of 
the great body of work you seem to 
accumulate here so effortlessly. You should 
know that our Director has reserved a special 
shelf in his own office for the display of the 
specimens you have previously submitted to 
the Institution, and the entire staff speculates 
daily on what you will happen upon next in 
the site you have discovered in your back 
yard. We eagerly anticipate your trip to our 
nation's capital that you proposed in your 
last letter, and several of us are pressing the 
Director to pay for it. We are particularly 
interested in hearing you expand on your 
theories surrounding the "trans-positating 
fillifitation of ferrous ions in a structural 
matrix" that makes the excellent juvenile 
Tyrannosaurs rex femur you recently 
discovered take on the deceptive appearance 
of a rusty 9mm Sears Craftsman automotive 
crescent wrench. 

Yours in Science, 
H.R. 
Curator, Antiquities 

Any contributions to the APA 
Newsletter are welcomed by · the 
Editor. Please send your 
submissions to Alison Ariss at: 
P.O. Box 493, 
Port Hope, Ontario 
L1A 324. 
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